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ABSTRACT
Introduction: eponyms are a deeply rooted historical feature of medical nomenclature, especially in neuroanatomy. The term 
“eponym” comes from Greek and refers to a name used to designate a structure in honor of the person considered to have 
initially described it. The objective of this study was to review the presence of some eponyms in Terminologia Neuroanatomica 

Materials and Methods: a detailed review of the Terminologia Neuroanatomica was conducted to identify designations 
attributed to individuals other than the original authors or to detect historical inaccuracies due to misattribution. 
Results:
used in medical teaching and practice, including arachnoid, subarachnoid space, aqueduct of Sylvius, sulcus of Rolando, sulcus 
of Sylvius, Betz cell, Cajal-Retzius cell, and ganglion of Gasser. 
Conclusion: other researchers mentioned or described these structures before the individuals to whom the eponyms are 

makes the true describers invisible and hinders anatomical education based on morphological and functional criteria. 
Therefore, there is a need to review and update the Terminologia Neuroanatomica
and strengthen the rational teaching of morphology.
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 The term eponym is of Greek origin - - 

1 of someone 

meaning name2

3

originated in the late 19th and early 20th

entering English in the mid-19th

both the namer and the named1

though they go against the RAT rules established by 
FIPAT4

5 terms remain 

Terminologia Neuroanatomica6 

Materials and Methods

eponyms that persist in Terminologia Neuroanatomica6 
to identify designations misattributed to individuals 

Results
The Terminologia Neuroanatomica6
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Discussion 

Terminologia Neuroanatomica6

7 th

rd

th

4

Terminologia 
Neuroanatomica6

Commentaria Super Anatomia 
Mundini9

Liber Introductorius Anatomiae Sive Dissectionis 
Corporis Humani10 & uidebis 

De humani 
11

12 

François de le Boë13

Terminologia 
Neuroanatomica6

14 

work Anatomicae institutiones15

Disputationes Medicarum 
Pars Prima16

eyes and runs above the temples to the origin of the 

Terminologia 
Neuroanatomica6

Latin term Latin synonym UK english US english US synonym Other

263 Arachnoidea mater Arachnoid Arachnoid Arachnoidea mater

265 Spatium 
subarachnoideum

Spatium 
leptomeningeum

Subarachnoid 
space

Subarachnoid 
space

Leptomeningeal 
space Endnote 8

1494 Aqueductus 
mesencephali

Aqueductus 
cerebri

Mesencephalic
aqueduct

Mesencephalic 
aqueduct

Cerebral 
aqueduct

Aqueduct of
Sylvius

2002 Sulcus centralis Central sulcus Central sulcus Sulcus of Rolando

2003 Sulcus lateralis Lateral sulcus Lateral sulcus Sulcus of Sylvius

2255 Neuron pyramidale 
giganteum

Giant pyramidal 
neuron

Giant pyramidal 
neuron

Betz cell (for BA4)
Solitary cell of 
Meynert (for BA17)

2266    Neuron horizontale Horizontal 
neuron

Horizontal 
neuron Cajal-Retzius cell

2777  Ganglion trigeminale Trigeminal 
ganglion

Trigeminal 
ganglion

Semilunar 
anglion. Ganglion of Gasser

Table 1. Some eponyms in Terminologia Neuroanatomica6.
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in 17

19

Terminologia Neuroanatomica6 

in Terminologia Neuroanatomica6

gyrus20

21

22 

23

24

25

Terminologia Neuroanatomica6 with the 

26

work Nevrographia universalis27

this formation as the 

Anatomy of the Brain

29

Paris 
quinti nervorum encephali disquisitio anatomica in 

originem nervi intercostalis pertinet30

31

the Terminologia Neuroanatomica6

eponyms in Terminologia Neuroanatomica6 and the 

essential to update Terminologia Neuroanatomica6 

Conclusion
Terminologia Neuroanatomica 
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Terminologia Neuroanatomica

Terminologia Anatomica Terminologia 
Histologica Terminologia Embriologica

References

1. Aronson JK. Medical eponyms: taxonomies, natural history, and the 
evidence. BMJ. 2014;349:g7586. 
2. Duque JE, Barco J, Aldana JE. La Terminología Anatómica en Colombia 
y el uso de epónimos en la enseñanza en Medicina. Biosalud. 2016;15(1): 
82-6. 
3. Goic A. Sobre el uso de epónimos en medicina. Rev méd Chile. 
2009;137(11):1508-10.
4. Duque-Colorado J, Duque-Parra J, García-Orozco L, Alarcón-Apablaza 
J, del Sol M. Suprapiamadre: Análisis Etimológico y Propuesta 
Terminológica para la Cuarta Meninge en Terminologia Anatomica, 
Terminologia Neuroanatomica y Terminologia Histologica. Int J 
Morphol. 2024;42(4):1096-101.
5. García-Orozco L, Duque-Colorado J, Alarcón-Apablaza J, Villanueva-
Rickemberg J, del Sol M. Pertinencia del término humor en Terminologia 
Anatomica. Int J Morphol. 2023;41(2):501-4.
6. Federative International Programme on Anatomical Terminologies 
(FIPAT). Terminologia Neuroanatomica. Stuttgart; 2017.
7. Ovid. The Metamorphoses. Nueva York: Viking Press; 1958.
8. Donkelaar HJ, Kachlík D, Shane-Tubbs R. An illustrated Terminologia 
Neuroanatomica. Cham: Springer; 2018.
9. Berengario da Carpi. Commentaria super anatomia Mundini. Bologna: 
Benedictus Hectoris; 1521.
10. Massa N. Liber introductorius anatomiae sive dissectionis corporis 
humani. Venice: Francesco Bindoni y Maffeo Pasini; 1536.
11. Andreas Vesalius. De humani corporis fabrica. Basel: Johannes 
Oporinus; 1543.

Press; 2019.
13. Skinner HA. The origin of medical terms. Baltimore: The Williams & 
Wilkins Company; 1949.
14. Wills A. Herophilus, Erasistratus, and the birth of neuroscience. 
Lancet. 1999; 354(9191):1719-20.
15. Bartholin C. Anatomicae institutiones. Copenhagen: Impressum 

16. Sylvius F. Disputationes medicarum pars prima. Amsterdam: van 
den Bergh; 1663.
17. Vicq d’Azyr F. Traité d’Anatomie et de Physiologie. Paris: Imprimerie 

de Franç Amb Didot l’aîné; 1786.
18. Boling W, Olivier A, Civit T. The French contribution to the discovery 
of the central area. Neurochirurgie. 1999; 45(3), 208-13.
19. Casillo SM, Luy DD, Goldschmidt E. A History of the lobes of the 
brain. World Neurosur. 2020; 134:353-60.
20. Betz VA. Anatomischer Nachweis zweier Gehirncentra. Cbl MedWiss. 
1874; 12:578-99.
21. Nolan M, Scott C, Hof PR, Ansorge O. Betz cells of the primary motor 
cortex. J Comp Neurol. 2024; 532(1):e25567.
22. Meynert T. Vom Gehirn der Säugethiere. In: Handbuch der Lehre 
von den Geweben des Menschen und der Thiere. Leipzig: Wilhelm 
Engelmann; 1872:694-808.
23. Ramón y Cajal S. Sobre la existencia de células nerviosas especiales 
en la primera capa de las circonvoluciones cerebrales. Gac Méd Cat. 
1890; 13:737-9.
24. Retzius G. ‘Die Cajal’schen Zellen der Grosshirnrinde beim Menschen 
und bei Säugetieren’. Biol Untersuch Neue Folge. 1893; 5:1-8.
25. Kölliker A. Handbuch der Gewebelehre des Menschen. Leipzig: 
Wilhelm Engelmann; 1896.
26. Leonard CE, McIntosh A, Sanyal J, Taneyhill LA. The transcriptional 
landscape of the developing chick trigeminal ganglion. Dev Biol. 2025; 
520:108-16.
27. Vieussens R. Nevrographia universalis. Lyon: Apud Joannem Certe; 
1685.
28. Ridley H. The anatomy of the brain: Containing its mechanism and 
physiology; Together with some new discoveries and corrections of 
ancient and modern authors upon that subject. London: Sam Smith & 
Benj Walford; 1695.
29. Winslow JB. Exposition Anatomique de la Structure du Corps 
Humain. Paris: G Desprez et J Desessartz; 1732.
30. Hirsch AB. Paris quinti nervorum encephali disquisitio anatomica in 
quantum ad ganglion sibi proprium, semilunare, et ad originem nervi 
intercostalis pertinet. Viena: Kaliwodiana; 1765.
31. Duque-Colorado J, García-Orozco L, Castillo-Martínez A, del 
Sol M. Hippocampus and cornu ammonis: mythonyms that prevail 
in Terminologia Anatomica, Terminologia Neuroanatomica, and 
Terminologia Histologica. Front Neuroanat. 2025; 19:1582837.

Received: April 17, 2025
Accepted: Setember 9, 2025

Corresponding author
Jhonatan Duque Colorado
E-mail: jhonatanandresduquecolorado@gmail.com

0009-0002-5949-4407

Duque-Parra JE et al. Disputed Eponyms: Historical Errors in Terminologia Neuroanatomica


