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ABSTRACT
Introduction: the axillary arch (AA), also known as Langer’s axillary arch, is the most common muscular variation encountered 
in the axilla. It typically arises from the latissimus dorsi and traverses the axillary fossa, often crossing anterior to the 
neurovascular structures before inserting into the pectoralis major or surrounding fascia. Although frequently asymptomatic, 
this variant may cause neurovascular compression or complicate surgical procedures involving the axilla.
Case Report:
muscular slip originated from the medial border of the latissimus dorsi and inserted into the trilaminar tendon of the pectoralis 
major, passing anterior to the axillary artery and median nerve. No additional muscular variations were observed.
Conclusion: this report highlights the anatomical features and clinical relevance of the axillary arch and emphasizes the 
importance of recognizing this variation to avoid diagnostic confusion and surgical complications.
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Figure 1. (A) Anterior view of the axillary region showing the axillary arch muscle. The superior arrow indicates insertion into the trilaminar tendon of the pectoralis 
major, and the inferior arrow indicates origin from the medial border of the latissimus dorsi. (B) The axillary arch coursing anterior to the neurovascular contents of 
the axilla. The red pin marks the axillary artery; the median nerve lies immediately inferior to it.
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